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economy of time, as to afford large opportunity for profound and con- 
centrated intellectual industry. 

So far as we know, Professor Diman has published little except 
occasional sermons, lectures, and addresses, which, however, are not 
fugitive or ephemeral, except in form. He must have left full courses 
of lectures and other writings, which will be gladly welcomed by his 
many friends and admirers,' and cannot but extend his reputation in 
time and space far beyond the limits prescribed to it by his own mod- 
esty and reticence. 

Professor Diman was respected, esteemed, and beloved by all who 
knew him. In the city of his residence he was well known as the 
friend of the poor, the wise counsellor and ready helper in every good 
work, the pioneer in every movement for the instruction, elevation, 
and improvement of the community. In all the relations of life, and 
in his whole social intercourse, he had the manners, bore the character, 
and breathed the spirit, of the " highest style of man," — the Christian 
gentleman. 

SAIJUEL SHEEMAN HALBEMAN.* 

Professor Samuel Sherman Haldeman died on Friday, the 17th 
of September, at his home in Chickies, Pennsylvania, aged sixty-eight 
years. He was born near Columbia, Pa., in 1812, and graduated at 
Dickinson College in 1830. In 1836 he was connected with the 
Geological Survey of New Jersey, and the following year with that of 
Pennsylvania. He was Professor of Natural History in the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania from 1851 to 1855, and in 1855 took the same 
chair in Delaware College, and also that of Professor of Geology and 
Chemistry in the Agricultural College of Pennsylvania. He afterward 
became Professor of Philology in the University of Pennsylvania. 
For many years he worked with great zeal and success in entomology 
and conchology, and published various memoirs, describing new species 
and illustrating the broader subject of geographical distribution. 
Among these are his work on the " Freshwater Mollusca of the United 
States," his " Zoological Contributions," and a paper on the Coleoptera 
Longicornia of the United States. Later he devoted himself espe- 
cially to philological studies, phonetics, and orthography. His " Analytic 
Orthography " obtained for him in England the Trevelyan prize in 
1858. He paid much attention to the Indian languages of North 
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America and their pronunciation. The diversity of his tastes and 
learning is further shown in his " Tours of a Chess Knight" (1864), 
a volume of ninety pages, illustrated with 114 figures, and containing 
a bibliography including sixty references. 

JAMES CRAIG WATSON. 

James Craig Watson was born Jan. 28, 1838, in the part of 
Canada now known as the Province of Ontario. His family removed 
in 1850 to Ann Arbor, Michigan, where he was prepared for college, 
entering the University of Michigan in 1853, and graduating in 1857. 
His collegiate career was highly successful in the department of lan- 
guages, as well as in that of mathematics ; but before its close he had 
already formed a decided taste for astronomical pursuits, and had ac- 
tually entered upon the course of observation in which he was after- 
wards distinguished. He discovered a comet April 29, 1856, and the 
asteroid Aglaia (found a few days previously in Europe) on October 
20, 1857. He is said to have read the whole of the " Mecanique Celeste " 
before the end of his Junior year in college, although a portion of his 
time was occupied in earning the means requisite to provide in part 
for his expenses. 

After completing his college course, he entered the Ann Arbor 
Observatory as an assistant, and two years later, on the temporary 
retirement of Dr. Briinnow, succeeded him in the management of the 
institution. From 1860 to 1863, Dr. Briinnow was again Director 
of the Observatory, Professor Watson having been transferred to the 
department of Physics. At the end of this interval, he returned to 
the Observatory, which he continued to direct till 1879. During his 
term of office, he made the numerous discoveries of asteroids (twenty- 
two of these planets being first observed by him) which rendered his 
name familiar to astronomers and to the public at large. In 1869 
appeared his great work on " Theoretical Astronomy," then and ever 
since the only text-book upon the subject of which it treats which can 
be called complete, in the sense of comprising in one volume of mod- 
erate dimensions all the knowledge essential for the computation of 
planetary and cometary orbits by modern methods, and including the 
topic of perturbations. It was of course impossible for the author to 
describe, or even to enumerate, all the special methods occasionally 
brought into use for the solution of these problems ; but his unusual 
mathematical attainments, and the quickness and penetration of his 
intellect enabled him to succeed in selecting, arranging, and, where 



